Immunodominant epitopes of HIV-1 p17 and p24.
Immunodominant antibody-binding sites were mapped using overlapping synthetic peptides of the structural proteins p17 and p24 of human immunodeficiency virus type 1 (HIV-1). Using sera from HIV-1-infected individuals at a variety of disease states, three major epitopes were identified within p17 and one within p24. Antibodies which recognized these epitopes were present in all risk groups throughout all stages of HIV infection, regardless of the presence of high levels of serum p24 antigen.